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11988/89 Junior Spectacular participants happy to be a part of the show! photo by Josh Kaminker 

I.U. awards North Central 


Cobb chosen 
to fill V.P. slot 

by Tina Poulis 

Andrew Cobb, the newly elected 
vice-president of North Central’s 
student council, was inaugurated on 
Tuesday, November 22. He was 
selected by an appointed committee 
of 3 student council leaders to re¬ 
place former vice president Paul 
Yonover. 

Yonover was sworn in as presi¬ 
dent Oct. 25, after Colin Forsythe re¬ 
signed. 

Any member of student council 
was eligible for the vice-presidential 
position. Waldon Thompkins, Alli¬ 
son Matsumoto, and Yonover made 
up the selection committee. 

The new leadership is concentrat¬ 
ing on “Winterfest”, which will be a 
combination of winter festival sport¬ 
ing events. The council is also plan¬ 
ning " Balloons For Peace". 

Student council plans to continue 
the Panther Post. It also started to 
collect the cans on Wednesday, 
December 7, so they can be distrib¬ 
uted on Wednesday, December 21. 
In addition student council has also 
recently donated $800 to North 
Central’s Key Club for a turkey 
giveaway, and approximately $500 
to the Pantherettes. 

Every other Tuesday there is an 
open student council meeting in 
H192 at 3:15. 
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by Erin Newton 
At Indiana University’s 43rd 
annual High School-University 
Division Conference North Central 
was named recipient of the Alpha 
Lambda Delta and Phi Eta Sigma 
achievement award for having its 
graduates receive the highest com¬ 
posite G.P.A.’s as seniors in high 
school. 

Five representatives from N.C.’s 
Guidance Department — Miss Al¬ 
len, Mr. Bugher, Mrs. Grinkmeyer, 


by Laura Gallowway 

On Thursday, December 15, 
North Central held its seventh an 
nual judicial inquiry over capitol 
punishment. Guest witnesses in¬ 
cluded congressman Andy Jacobs 
and defense lawyer Rick Mendez. 

The inquiry, which is a part of the 
U.S. History program, involves put¬ 
ting an institution or practice “on 
trial.” 

The event lasted for over three 
hours during the morning and was 
located in room HI92. It wasat- 
tended by students in their social 
studies classes and other invited 
guests. 

In the inquiry, students select a 
topic which they would like to ex¬ 
plore. The class then divides into a 
pro and con side. The topic of this 


Miss Laycock, and Mrs. Marsh — 
attended the conference held on 
November 9. They discussed col¬ 
lege life with N.C. graduates. 

Prior to their arrival, the guid¬ 
ance department had mailed a 
“Graduate Follow-up Question¬ 
naire” to each student. Devised to 
gather some feedback about North 
Central’s role in the student’s suc¬ 
cess in college, the surveys were 
examined during N.C.’s visit. 

Most students believed that N.C. 


year’s inquiry was “Should capital 
punishment be an option in cases 
involving premeditated murder?” 

Topics of past years include such 
subjects as abortion, the governors 
A+ program for education, and evo¬ 
lutionism. 

After the class picks a topic and 
chooses sides, each side goes about 
obtaining witnesses to support their 
viewpoints. 

Once the chosen topic is debated, 
a judge and a jury renders a verdict. 
At the end of the inquiry, a decision 
is made based on the grounds of who 
presented the most convincing case. 

The judicial inquiry was started 
seven years ago by U.S. history 
teacher Bruce Blomberg. The in¬ 
quiry is designed to develop the 


had done a good job of preparing 
them for college. 

Several people, wrote that they 
regret not taking more “college pre¬ 
paratory” courses or not being in¬ 
volved in more extracurricular ac¬ 
tivities while at N.C. 

They reported that their man¬ 
agement of time was much more dif¬ 
ficult, now that they were in 
college.Many attributed their suc¬ 
cess to the good study skills they 
developed in high school. 


skills of data gathering, decision 
making and analysis which are im¬ 
portant in social studies and other 
fields. 

Said junior Meghan Parker, who 
participated in the inquiry this year, 
“ I think it’s a really good idea. 
There are a lot of different learning 
styles, and by using an activity that 
requires both active participation 
and passive research, all styles are 
covered." She went on to comment: 
"Also, it’s a different way to arouse 
interest in current affairs." 

At present, there are two inquiry 
classes, with one class presenting 
the capitol punishment issue this 
semester and the other inquiry will 
beclass presenting their debate next 
semester. 


by Linda Zynger 

Junior Spectacular is a 33 year old 
tradition here at North Central, one 
that will be upheld once again next 
Tuesday in the North Central audi¬ 
torium after school. Six acts will 
compete in cuts for the four spaces in 
Junior Spectacular to be held in 
January. Admission to cuts will cost 
50 cents. 

The first act (in alphabetical order) 
is “Bedtime Tales” written by Nissa 
Wermund, Becky Kasper and Ri- 
anne Stone. It involves an evening 
with three rabbits. The two older 
ones (Andrew Terry and Angie 
Edge) are faced with the unwelcome 
task of putting a very cranky baby 
rabbit (Bob Keedy) to bed. To coax 
him to go to sleep, they tell him a tale 
of four unsuspecting campers who 
encounter much adventure and sur¬ 
prise one evening. 

The second act, “Cosmic Chaos”, 
was written by Michelle Nelson, 
Jake Miller and Scott Jahns. It be¬ 
gins with a king in a neighboring 
galaxy trying to conquer the uni¬ 
verse. Three earthly astronauts 
(Greg Coats, Malindi Fickle and 
Jake Miller) attempt to save them¬ 
selves. 

“Fly By Night” is the third act, co¬ 
chaired by Milele Milcham, Laura 
Shumar and Greg Walson. It is a 
mystery about a precious gem being 
stolen from a Jewish mother, Eillen 
(Laura Shumar). 

The next act is called “It’s A 
Jungle Out There” and was written 
by Randy Morman, Ben Prince, and 
Nat Vaprin. It stars Luther Creek as 
Lance Luther, a bartender who is 
thrust into the depths of the Amazon 
jungle to save his love, a elitist 
Hollywood actress played by Terra 
Hoskins. 

The fifth and smallest act is The 
Little Act written by Paul Jaskunas. 
The five member cast engages in a 
comedy about death. It was written 
in a month and hopes to present a 
different view on death and the usual 
Spectacular subjects. Despite the 
few characters and 2 scenes, the act 
is a promising one. 

The final act is Satisfaction Guar¬ 
anteed. 

Each act must not have more than 
60 members and 85% must be jun¬ 
iors. The act can not exceed 10 
minutes at cuts and 20 minutes in the 
final program. Jr. Spec, is designed 
so that the acts are written and pro¬ 
duced entirely by the students. 


Inquiry tackles capital punishment 

History class puts contemporary issue on trial 
































"JnMy Opinion " 

by Paul Matthew Yonover 


Imagine standing on the edge of a waterfall —with the rage and surge at your 
feet—foam and mist swirling around you in syncopated chaos, in disorder- 
ous patterns, flowing and gushing over the edge like frenzied lemmings in 
their suicidal leap. Imagine standing up while caps of white and yellow top 
furious waves of power, swirling and rushing, trying to push you over, failing 
to do so, and then going on to meet further obstacles ahead before its ultimate 
plunge. You must stand against the test of time, the test of the “flow.” To 
survive, you must be yourself, you cannot be swallowed up whole by the 
waves that seem so passionate and omnipotent. Stand like the pillars of the 
Parthenon, literally withstanding the batde of age, wind, and water. Like 
teeth on a saw going against the grain of oak, you must be strong and firm in 
times that need strength and rigidity. 

In today’s society, one is so easily swept onto that almighty “Bandwagon” 
that carries people to do things that under different circumstances they would 
normally not do. Maintaining one’s individuality, one’s identity, is key to 
keeping one’s sanity and dignity. At North Central, getting engulfed into the 
masses is tempting and for some, inevitable. To stand out, some will go to 
the extremes to get attention. To get noticed, I don’t suggest hanging off the 
banister of the upper Student Center. Instead, be flexible, knowing when to 
go along with things, and knowing when to—“Stand up, stand up/ stand up 


Another letter to the editor 

about Caroline’s accusations of male chauvinism at NC 

A response by Rob Labhart and Chip Neidigh 

Chip: “Our ultimate quest to become the ‘dominant’ sex?” Come on, Caroline. I don’t really care 
if you want to fight for equality, but when you start frothing over with your radical/ feminist burble, 
I begin to question the rationality that motivates such a quest. 

Ron: Well, I’d hardly call it “equality.” You’ve got the motivation part right, but I doubt if there 
is any rationality behind it. 

Chip: Perhaps, Caroline, some of the women who do keep pace with the men do so solely because 
of their womanly wiles, not because they are the “better sex.” 

Ron: It certainly isn’t because they call themselves big pink bananas. 

Chip: I’m glad you believe it’s fortunate that femininity exists. I’m not arguing against feminity; 
I’m arguing against the radical, militant faction within feminism that claims the “better sex” 
should be treated as superior to atone for man’s subordination of women in today’s society. 
Ron: And I’m glad miniskirts exist. But who cares? The fact that you assert the superiority of 
women only belies your insecurity that women really are inferior. If you were cool like Chip, you 
could just accept that men and women are equal, no more - no less. 


for your rights...” Bob Marley. 

There are the spineless whimps who get trampled on and railroaded over 
and there are the stubborn asses who refuse to give an inch just to spite you. 


A thought about education 



Mr 


wsm 


The one who comes out the winner is the one who can balance the two, being 
able to give in and stand up. 

But enough about individualism....let us now move to a more pressing 
issue...JR. SPEC!! Tanya, dearest Editor, YOU ARE ON THE PATH OF 
THE MISTAKEN FEW. When you put my dear friends of HideandShiek on 
a pedastal next to the Almighty, you were stretching the truth just a 
weeeeeeeeee bit! I think I speak for most of the senior class who slaved and 
sacrificed for a twenty-minute act on a high school stage when I say— 
’’WHAT ABOUT TAKING IT FQR GRANITE . PRIMITIVELY 
SPEAKING . SATAN SAYS. AND TIME OF OT JR LIVES ??!!??” You are 
sadly mistaken when you claim that HideandShiek is the be all to end all of 
spec, acts to ever grace the NCHS stage. You failed to discuss last year’s 
acts, where the wealth of talent was spread, whereas H & S had a monopoly 
of talent. Although I hate to admit it, Primativelv Sneaking was an excellent 
act, as was Satan Savs . Taking It For Granite was by no means shabby and 
deserves credit for its winning performances. Modesty is the best policy, and 
therefore I suggest you let the cookies crumble where they may, and THEN 
talk of the greatness of one particular act So there....I feel better now! 
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by Patrick Mulry 

In America we are given the chance to enjoy a free education with which our minds can be enriched. An education 
is not only beneficial, but necessary, to succeed in life. 

Yet, there is a questions about what education we are to receive. Should we be taught to make intelligible decisions 
about issues, or merely regurgitate facts from a textbook or lecture? This deserves to be discussed in further detail. 

In ancient Greece, students were taught by philosophers. They were taught to think about hypothetical situations, 
taught to weigh the effects of each decision they made. However, that is not the modem approach to education. 
Instead of being taught to reason, much of school is devoted to pure memorization. On a test, one is not usually asked 
to analyze an event for what its effects could be, but rather, when it happened or who preformed the act. As it stands, 
the current system is wrong. The student is not taught to think, but merely to remember facts. 

One of the reasons that English class often rates as students’ least favorite is because in that class, students must 
think. Ralph Waldo Emerson said “What is the hardest task in the world? To think.” However, many of today’s 
students do not want to think. Instead of being lazy and having the information force fed to them, they must consider 
for themselves if Banquo’s actions in Shakespeare’s “MacBeth” were admirable or despicable. If they are lazy, as 
many are, and do not want to think about it, they do not learn the material. Consequently, on tests they receive poor 
grades, then they claim their grades were “given” to them by their teacher, instead of realizing that they earned the 
grade they received by not making an effort. 

We must attempt to get back to learning how to think. Morals, ethics, logic and emotion all play a part in the decision 
making process, but that is not taught in school. Many of the problems our society encounters has to do not with 
having a bad societal makeup, but due to lack of thought If in school we learned how to think, many problems would 
never occur. 

To make a sound judgement it is necessary to have an understanding of the topic at hand. If someone knows 
nothing about a subject he is clearly not qualified to make a decision. But, if he picks up a book or magazine and 
does some background work, he can begin to decide for himself. Emerson said “So far as a man thinks, he is free. 
Thought takes man out of servitude, into freedom.” We must leant now, while still in high school, to think and make 
decisions for ourselves, for if we do not, our decisions will be made for us. 







































Could marijuana legalization work? 


by Laura Galloway 

In a country where smoking and 
chewing tobacco, a common prac¬ 
tice proven to cause cancer, or drink¬ 
ing alcohol, which impairs the mind, 
itseemsasifthe practice of smoking 
marijuana should be made legal in 
the United States. By making this 
drug illegal, billions of dollars are 
wasted each year on drug enforce¬ 
ment, And still, enforcement offi¬ 
cials and concerned parties are only 
making a small dent in their effort to 
curb drug usage. 

Refering to American history is 
helpful in gaining greater knowl¬ 
edge of what could happen with 
marijuana. In 1919, alcohol was 
made illegal because of the impair¬ 
ment it imposes on the party con¬ 
suming it Because alcohol was 
made illegal did not mean that the 
demand lessened. In fact, the de¬ 
mand for this illegal substance be¬ 
came greater, and an entire new 
industry gained popularity. How¬ 


ever, because the parties involved in 
dealing alcohol under the table were 
doing so illegally, they needed or¬ 
ganizations that were not connected 
with the law. Thus, the flourishing 
and growth of such organizations as 
the mafia and street gangs were util¬ 
ized to collect debts and enforce 
contracts having to do with illegally 
obtained alcohol. Finally, in 1933, 
the government realized that it could 
not enforce the prohibition, and the 
law was repealed. 

One major concern about legaliz¬ 
ing marijuana is that it will result in 
a vast number of addicts. However, 
taking drugs does not necessarily 
addict you. Marijuana is legal in 
other countries in the world, yet 
these entire populations are not 
addicted. Take Holland for ex¬ 
ample. In Amsterdam, cannabis 
stores are not an uncommon sight 
along the rows of shops. Marijuana 
is easily accessible to citizens. Not 
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everyone is addicted because addic¬ 
tion is “self limiting.” In any situ¬ 
ation where illegal substances are 
available , some of the population 
will get addicted, but most will not. 

The costs for preventing use of 
marijuana are astounding. Billions 
of dollars are wasted each year by 
federal, state and local authorities 
attempting to eradicate marijuana. 

These efforts are valiant, but they 
only make a small dent in the proc¬ 
ess. Said John M. Olin, professor of 
jurisprudence and public policy at 
Fordam University in New York, 

“Although I am a strong political 
conservative, I now believe that the 
cost of our fruitless struggle against 
illegal drugs are not worth the mod¬ 
est benefits likely to be achieved. 

However distasteful the prospect, 
the adult legalization of those illicit 
drugs we are unable to control effec¬ 
tively would be a wiser policy.” 

No place for legalized 
marijuana in America 

by Linda Zynger 

Imagine what life would be like if what temperature. sperm count is reduced and impo- 

any person could walk into a drug Many supporters of the legaliza- tence quite often becomes a prob- 
store to purchase a magazine, a Coke tion of marijuana base their opinions lem, not to mention the development 
and a couple of joints. This would be on the fact that there is no medical of breasts and lack of male mature 
the case if marijuana were legalized, proof that the substance is harmful, features. Women also will experi- 

Marijuana comes from the Canna- This, however, is absolutely untrue, ence an irregular menstrual cycle 

bis plant and is made up of many Marijuana is stored in the brain for and lessens the female hormone 

different harmful chemicals, includ- up to a month after the initial use, count. 

ing THC, a poison that initiates the killing brain cells and destroying the One of the major reasons mari- 
“high” feeling to a user. Currently brain functions. juana should not be legalized is the 

marijuana is illegal in all 50 states Marijuana also gathers in the harmful effects it can have on a 
throughout the U.S. and is sold only lungs, eventually causing them to developing fetus. The babies are 
through illicit dealings. Today many deteriorate. This leads to shortness often unhealthy, abnormal, and re- 
of the adverse effects of heavy mari- of breath and horrible chest pains, tarded. Reports of infants being bom 
juana use is due to the inconsistency Doctors who have studied the ef- without skulls and extremities is 
of potency, fects of marijuana on users have also frighteningly often. 

Scientists today feel that even if found that it directly causes cancer “If marijuana were available to the 

marijuana became a substance con- of many types, in addition to major general public, a greater number of 
trolled by the FDA, it would still psychological changes. people would purchase it,” states a 

contain all of the 421 dangerous and The FDA would have a hard time marijuana specialist He states that 
unpredictable chemicals. 60 of these legalizing a substance that causes the public should not support the 
have been clinically proven to be apathy among youngsters and adults legalization now because that deci- 
intoxicants or poisons to the human alike. Pot smokers develop a toler- sion will never be able to be revoked, 
body- ance to marijuana, a heavily addict- It will be like the cigarette industry, 

The idea that one day people will ing drug, and eventually become where the population knows it is 
be able to buy packaged joints is a burnouts. As one doctor stated, harmful, yet because of the billions 
fantasy because the FDA could “legalizing marijuana would be like of dollars it harvests each year it can 
never accurately describe the drug, legalizing suicide except that mari- not be illegalized. 

Even after marijuana is rolled into juana harms others, too.” Imagine a world where drug abuse 

joints, the chemical composition An article by a physician who is condoned. Where vast numbers of 
changes making it impossible to specializes in marijuana abuse states people roam about in a bumtout 
monitor. The strength depends upon that smoking pot gready affects the stupor after consuming what they 
the length of time it is stored and at reproductive system. In males, the thought was FDA regulated. 







Feature 


The spirit of giving 


by Brad Evans 

As many in the Indianapolis community might tell you, the formation of an organization is one of the ideal ways 
in which to gain support for a variety of causes. But, says journalist Margaret Osbum, “as any city official will tell 
you, they are irritant-disrupting bureaucratic fantasies that every thing is well fed and happy.” This would seem not 
to be the case. 

As more and more facts appear to be indicating, not everyone is well-fed and happy. And with organization 
funding within the community steadily decreasing, many more people will be feeling these hardships. 

Reasons? Some are blaming tax cuts, believing that the government is placing emphasis in other programs and 
neglecting many of our community’s social problems. Not all of the blame, however, can be placed on the govern¬ 
ment Within the past few years donations among the city’s most prominent welfare organizations have dropped 
significantly. The Salvation Army, Goodwill Industries and AMVETS thrift stores, programs which usually sup¬ 
ply Indiana’s less fortunate, are finding that more difficult as household goods, collectibles, glassware, small ap¬ 
pliances and other donation items become more scarce. 

This, in part, could be attributed to the economy, but, as Salvation Army Capt. Ronald Larsen points out “when 
times are hard, people [have in the past] become more generous. They are acutely aware of what it is like for others 
to be without the things they need.” Recently, however, people appear to be hanging on to what before was readily 
donated. 

Help subsidized by these programs costs over $ 1 million per year. Feeding, housing and other welfare problems 
are always present and must be delt with, making donations of second-hand goods of great importance. Donations 
of large appliances, housewares and small appliances are on the fore front of this list 

Goodwill has twenty drop boxes, located throughout the city. Special collection spots will also be found in 
shopping malls during the holiday season. ‘The operator can give the donor a tax receipt, move everything into the 
trailer and keep the area clean. This eliminates the problem of theft and goods left outside boxes,” says Don Gelke, 
vice president of Goodwill Industries. 

In the same spirit but on a smaller scale, North Central Key Club is sponsoring a can drive lasting through the month 
of December. Cans will be collected from students during their homerooms. And despite recent lows in donations 
experienced throughout community organizations, the Key Club is predicting record highs. 



by Chris Nimz and Susie Mattler 

CHRIS:I’m Chris and welcome to 
the holiday edition of the Fuzzy 
Brown Column. 

SUSIE:And I’m Susie, the true 
genius behind this column. 

C:And in keeping with the holiday 
theme of this page, we’ve decided 
to review the new film 
“SCROOGED”.... 

SrBecause it was this or winter car 
care tips! 

C:And now on with the film. It 
opens with a “heartwarming” 
scene that made my co-writer want 
to leave the theater. 

S:It was a scene from Frank 
Cross’(Bill Murry) ‘The Night 
The Reindeer Died.” 

C:It was right out of Hallmark, 
Santa strapped with an M-16 
against a horde of commie pinkos. 
S:And with that we arrive at the 
actual premise of the film. Cross is 
a cold hearted television producer 


who delights in firing Elliot Louder- 
milk (Bobcat Goldthwait) on Christ¬ 
mas Eve and giving his 
secratary .Grace (Alfre Woodard), a 
company towel for the holiday. 
C:What a guy! Sort of sounds like 
your type. 

S:Getting back to the subject at 
hand, you poor excuse for a cartoon¬ 
ist, the movie then follows it’s natu¬ 
ral course with a visit from Cross’ 
deceased boss, Lou (John Forsyth). 
C: And to my shock and amazement, 
he was visited by ghosts! 

S:What originality! I know I was 
shockedby this sudden plot twist. 
C:Yes, you know them and you love 
them,the Ghost of Christmas Past 
(Buster Poindexter), the Ghost of 

Christmas Present (Carol Kane). 

S:Who seemed to take extreme 
pleasure in psychically abusing 
Cross. 

C:And while this is going on. Cross 
is in the process of producing a live 
version of “The Christmas Carol” 


with Mary Lou Retton as Tiny Tim, 
Jamie Farr, Buddy Hackett, and 

John Houseman. 

S: And we musn’t forget those brin- 

gers of holiday cheer.THE 

SOLID GOLD DANCERS! 
C:After being visited by the three 
spirits, he bursts on to the set to 
repent in front of the world. 

S: And everyone breaks out singing 
“Put A Little Love in Your Heart.” 
C:And conveniently everyone 

knows the words. 

S:Despite the movie’s lack of origi¬ 
nality and truly appalling begin¬ 
ning, I found it quite humorous and 
I’ll give it 2 3/4 stars. 

C:And despite the truly sappy end¬ 
ing, I enjoyed the film but I was 
hoping for bigger laughs. I’m giv¬ 
ing it 2 1/2 stars. 

S:And for lack of a better 

ending.It’s just 9 days till the 

"C" word!!!!! 

BOTH: HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO 
ALL 



by Laura Galloway 

INTERVIEW WITH A 
SANTA 


It was a typical day in the news¬ 
paper office of the Northern Lights. 
The editors handed out article as¬ 
signments with cheer...this was to be 
the holiday issue. I grabbed my 
assignment and laughed. I was to 
interview a shopping mall Santa 
Clause. Yes, the fat old jolly man 
who sits on the big red velvet throne 
for hours on end listening patiently 
to the hopeful requests of little chil¬ 
dren at Christmastime. So, com¬ 
plete with tape recorder, notebook 
and our faithful photographer 
Stephanie, I headed out to Glendale 
to have a chat with old St. Nick. 

As we headed over to the jolly man 
in red, I thought with confidence, 
“No sweat.” But what I found was 
something that I still can’treally be¬ 
lieve.... 

The “Santa Clause” that we en¬ 
countered was quite different from 
what we had expected. Lula May 
Ball was her real name, and she is a 
forty four year old grandmother, and 
yes, a woman. 

Lula got started being a Santa 
seven years ago for her church. 
Eventually, she expanded and 
started making rounds at nursing 
homes, taking along her own candy 
canes and spreading good cheer. 
She started this practice on the basis 


photo by Stephanie Cravens 
that the many elderly were neglected 
when they entered nursing homes. 
Said Lula, “Christmas is really spe¬ 
cial tome. It’s more than just buying 
gifts. It’s giving a part of yourself 
and making others feel good. That’s 
why I started playing Santa.” Even¬ 
tually, Glendale caught wind of 
Lula’s generous spirit and asked her 
to be a Santa at the mall. 

Lula set a precedent for Glendale, 
possibly even for Indianapolis, by 
being the first woman Santa. Of 
course, the children are not aware of 
the fact, and either was I for that 
matter. It’s hard to tell what anyone 
looks like under a two pound snow 
white beard and Santa’s cap. 

Lula does have a way with the 
children. As kids mount upon her 
knee and bashfully request what 
they’d like, she listens intently. 
Among the most popular requests 
this year are Nintendo (video 
games), little miss makeup kits, and 
Ninja turtles. When asked what the 
most unusual Christmas request of 
the year was, Lula replied, “ A little 
boy had a sister who was sick in the 
hospital, and he asked for me to 
make her better. But I don’t really 
consider that unusuaL.quite a few 
children have requests that aren ’ t for 
toys.” When asked what Lula 
wanted for Christmas, she replied 
simply, “All I want for Christmas is 
to see more love given. I’d like to 
pick all of the children up and hug 
them and love them.” And we hope 
you get your wish, Lula. We hope 
you get your wish. 













Sports 


Panthers start season with big wins 



Swimmers open 
with wins over 
Richmond, Warren 


By Tim Abrams 

The North Central boys’ swim 
team opened their 1988-89 sea¬ 
son strong with blowouts of 
Richmond, 113-59, and Warren 
Central, 117-55. 

However, the Panthers were 
recently defeated by a very 
strong Kokomo team, 92-80. 
“Kokomo is very good, said 
Head Coach Bill Powell. “We 
always have trouble with them.” 

The Panthers are a young team 
with the bulk consisting of jun¬ 
iors and sophomores. Juniors 
Rob Meadows and Jason 
Brooks, along with sophomores 
Andy Bledsoe and Jason Yoder 
lead the Panthers after a success¬ 
ful season last year, all of whom 
qualified for state last year. 

Powell feels there are many 

The Press | 

Editor's note: due to space restric¬ 
tions stemming from the over¬ 
length of certain articles, The 
Press Box is very short this week, 
much to the great displeasure of its 
readers. 

Once again that time of year is 
upon us. Sure, it's the holiday 
season and all of the department 
stores are playing Christmas music 
over their intercom systems, but 
that's not the season to which I am 
referring to. I'm talking about the 
time of year that is the best for a 
football junkie- the bowl season. 

Yea, with the exception of 
March, when Final Four fever 
grips the nations sports fans, this is 
the time when all real men gather 


contributing to the Panthers’ 
i success. “Seniors Scott Powell 
- and Sean Barrett and junior Jim 
f Thurston are all swimming well 
l and they will help the team this 
season,” described Powell. 
i Senior Monty Wandling leads 
f the diving team with junior Andy 
. Sexton following in his footsteps. 
1 Powell feels that both Wandling 
; and Sexton should do well this 
season and he looks for both to 
i preform well in state. 

The team has a challenging 
s season ahead of them with tough 

1 competition coming from Lake 
5 Central, Carmel and Anderson. 

r “Our dual meets, along with 
■ county, the N.C. Relays, section- 
l als and the state meet should all 
be good meets. Said Powell, “we 
' should have a successful season.” 

B ay By Patrick 


the television for a day of unbridled 
joy- the five major bowls are all 
being held on January 2. The na¬ 
tional championship is at five 
o'clock on CBS, with number one 
ranked Notre Dame taking on Don 
Nehlen’s third ranked West Vir¬ 
ginia Mountaineers. Itismypredic- 
tion that the winner of this game 
will be the national champ. A 
championship cannot be won with a 
loss, which is what second ranked 
Miami suffered at the hands of 
Notre Dame. In the other bowls, 
Michigan plays USC in the Rose, 
Florida State vs. Auburn in the 
Sugar, Miami vs. Nebraska in the 
Orange Bowl and UCLA takes on 
Arkansas in the Cotton Bowl. 


By Kirk Johannessen 

The much awaited start of the 
North Central Panthers boys’ bas¬ 
ketball season began on Wednes¬ 
day, November 23, when they 
tipped-off against the second ranked 
Kokomo Wildkats. 

The Panthers, coached by Steve 
Coffman, came through with a 
strong effort and upended the 
Wildkats 55-47. The Panthers re¬ 
ceived strong efforts from a trio of 
seniors. Tony Barbee led the team 
with 30 points and 10 rebounds, 
while Greg Akers and Aaron Shelby 
chipped in Hand 10 points respec¬ 
tively. 

North Central dominated around 
the basket throughout the game, 
controlled the paint and drew nu¬ 
merous fouls. Barbee was the main 
force inside but he was not able to do 
this alone. Akers helped free up the 
middle by ripping a trio of three- 
pointers in the first 10 minutes. 

The win over second ranked 
Kokomo has helped propel the Pan¬ 
thers to three more consecutive vic¬ 
tories. The Panthers’ other victims 
were Carmel, Lawrence Central and 
Fort Wayne North. The undefeated 
Panthers (4-0) have earned them¬ 
selves spots in both the AP and UPI 
polls; North Central is ranked 12 in 
the AP poll and 16 in the UPI poll. 

Following up their big win over 
Kokomo, the Panthers squeaked by 
the Carmel Greyhounds 55-49 in a 
closely contested game. 

Carmel’s tenacious defense, a 
ball-hawking zone, held North Cen¬ 
tral in check during the first quarter- 
limiting them to 1 of 10 shooting and 
just three points. Frustrated by the 
Greyhounds defense, the Panthers 
committed several turnovers which 
led to easy baskets for Carmel. 

The Panthers rebounded and 
outscored Carmel 20-14 in the sec¬ 
ond quarter, cutting Carmel’s ad¬ 
vantage at halftime to three. North 
Central, surged on by Barbee’s play 
and an enthusiastic crowd, 
outscored Carmel in both the third 
and fourth quarters for the victory. 

Barbee led the team again with 28 
points, while Shelby added 10 and 
David Corbitt, who made several 
crucial steals, posted eight points. 
The hard earned victory made the 
team realize they had a lot of work 
yet to do. 

Against Lawrence Central, it 
seemed apparent that the Panthers 
had worked hard and their play re¬ 
flected it. Juniors Corbitt and Kirby 
Brafford earned themselves starts 
due to their hustle and defense 
against Carmel. North Central was 
also aided by the return of senior 


forward Kevin Brown. 

The Panther defense was out¬ 
standing and the offense superb as 
the Panthers pounded Lawrence 
Central 63-45. North Central was in 
complete control of the game and 
was never really threatened at any 
time. Their size, strength and hustle 
was too much and eventually wore 
the Bears down. 

By getting the ball inside early and 
often, the Panthers big men were 
able to score on easy shots and draw 
fouls, sending them to the line. Once 


Panthers’ sloppy passing, which led 
to several turnovers and some easy 
points for the Redskins. The team 
also displayed a lack of hustle at 
times but played well when they had 
to. 

Tony Barbee topped all Panthers 
by netting 20 points, the fourth 
straight time he has led the team in 
scoring. Other Panthers making sig¬ 
nificant contributions were Geyer, 
who tallied 14 points and Black, 
making his first start, who canned 
six points. 



Senior Tony Barbee, who leads the team with 26.0 points and 1.5 
blocked shots per game, slams home a dunk in the Panther's win 
over Carmel Photo by Josh Kaminker 


again Tony Barbee led the team’s 
scoring with 25 points, while fellow 
big men Kevin Brown and Todd 
Geyer netted 11 and nine points re¬ 
spectively. Guard Aaron Shelby 
knocked in 11 points and sophomore 
guard Greg Black proved to be a 
capable point-guard, despite his lack 
of varsity experience. 

Although the offense played well, 
it was the tough defense of the Pan¬ 
thers which really won the game for 
them. The Panthers used the press, 
various zones and a tough man-to¬ 
man defense to deny the ball inside 
and force Lawrence Central into a 
poor shooting performance and 
committing turnovers. 

With the combination if a bal¬ 
anced offense and a tenacious de¬ 
fense, North Central led at all stages 

ofthegame. The team jumped outto 
a 21-13 first quarter lead and surged 
to a40-30 halftime lead. From there, 
North Central spurted to a 48-36 
third quarter margin and then pow¬ 
ered to the victory. 

North Central claimed yet another 
victim to improve their to 4-0, the 
Fort Wayne North Redskins. North 
Central defeated the Redskins 60-54 
but they could never quite widen 
their lead to totally put them away. 

A prominent factor which led to 
the relatively close game was the 


Fort Wayne North, using a scrap¬ 
ping man-to-man and various zones, 
pressured the Panthers into making 
too many turnovers and creating 
easy baskets. The Redskins also 
used the three-point shot to keep 
within striking distance; they nailed 
five three pointers in all. 

The Redskins in fact held a 15-14 
advantage after one quarter but were 
outscored by eight in the second to 
fall behind 28-21 at halftime. North 
Central maintained their advantage 
and held a 41-32 lead at the end of 
the third quarter. Then in the final 
period, North Central survived a fu¬ 
tile rally by the Redskins to hold 
onto the victory. 

Tonight the Panthers visit a 
scrappy New Albany team asnd will 
have to be mentally tough if they are 
going to win. Tony Barbee will be 
the main man for the Panthers, but 
other players must contribute. 
Geyer, Brown and Shelby must be 
able to score when the chance arises 
and the guards must limit the num¬ 
ber of turnovers they allow. The 
game should be interesting and NC 
should be able to win. 

The team has a brief respite over 
holiday break, playing no games. 
They then play host Warren Central 
on January 6 and Ben Davis on Jan. 
13 and travel to Pike on January 14. 
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